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3. You try to start your car, but nothing happens when you turn the key.
Problem: Why doesn’t the car start when the key is turned in the ignition? -

(a) Hypothesis

(b) Test for Hypothesis

Part C: Read each hypothesis. Suggest a way that each hypothesis could be tested. If you use an experiment to
test the hypothesis, be sure to include a control.

1. Plants that are given plant food grow faster and taller than those that are not given plant food.

Test:

2. Bread kept in a refrigerator is less likely to become moldy than bread kept in a bread box.

Test:
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Activity Worksheet C

Writing a Hypothesis

Part A: Look at the illustration of the dog and the
tree. Why is the dog running toward and barking at
the tree? You might suggest that the dog sees a cat or
some other animal in the tree.

Suppose this tree were in your backyard. How
would you find out why the dog is barking at the
tree? You probably would walk over to the tree and
look up into its branches. Then you could state an

answer to your question based upon your Example:
observations.
Scientists ask and seek answers to questions all Problem: Why is the dog barking at the tree?

the time. When a scientist suggests a solution to a
problem, the scientist states a hypothesis. A hypo-
thesis is a suggested solution to a problem based upon
known information. What test could be used to support or disprove this
A good hypothesis should be testable. By testing hypothesis?
a hypothesis, you can determine whether or not the
hypothesis is correct. How are hypotheses tested?
Hypotheses are tested by observing, experimenting,
and gathering information.

Hypothesis: The dog is barking at an animal that is in
the tree.

Part B: Read each problem. In the spaces provided, write a hypothesis and a way to test the hypothesis for each
problem,

1. You observe that the leaves on a plant in your living room are wilting.
Problem: What is causing the leaves of the plant to wilt?

(a) Hypothesis

(b) Test for Hypothesis

2. You are baby-sitting a six-month-old baby and the baby begins to cry.
Problem: Why is the baby crying?

(a) Hypothesis

(b) Test for Hypothesis
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