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Part C: Read each description. Then in the spaces provided, write an inference that could explain each situation.

1. You come home late on a cold, rainy night. When you turn on the light switch, the lights do not come on.

Inference:

2. You get into your car and turn the key. The car does not start.

Inference:

3. You are baby-sitting a six-month-old baby. The baby begins to cry.

Inference:

4. You press the play button on a cassette recorder, but you do not hear any music.

Inference:

S. You awaken in the morning. When you look at the clock, you reélize that your alarm did not go off.

Inference:
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Activity Worksheet E

Differences Between Observations and Inferences

Observing and inferring are important skills in science and in everyday life. When you observe, you use one

or more of your senses to gather information. Observations are those things you notice about your

surroundings based upon what you see, hear, taste, feel, and smell. When you infer, you form a conclusion

based upon facts and not direct observation.

Part A: Read each item below. Then decide if each item is something that is observed (0) or something that is

inferred (I). Write the correct letter in the space provided.

— 1. The number of dogs in a kennel ____ 5. How something works
_—_ 2. Why something happened ____ 6. The size of a horse
— 3. The shape of the moon ____ 1. The color of a flower
___ 4. What caused something to happen __ 8. What time it is

Part B: Study Figures A and B. Then answer the questions.

1. What do you observe in Figure A? -

2. What is shown in Figure B?

3. How does the plant in Figure A differ from the plant in i,
Figure B?
\ -~
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4. The plant in Figure B is wilted. What inference can you . \
make to explain this fact?
B J
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